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and happiness. 


All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety 


-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


Three men are convicted of 
supporting a plot to kidnap 
Michigan’s governor 

Three men _ accused _ of 
supporting a plot to kidnap Michigan's 
governor were convicted of all charges 
Wednesday, a triumph for state 
prosecutors after months of mixed 
results in the main case in federal court. 

Joe Morrison, Pete Musico, 
and Paul Bellar were found guilty of 
providing "material support" for a 
terrorist act as members of a 
paramilitary group, the Wolverine 
Watchmen. 

They held gun drills in rural 
Jackson County with a leader of the 
scheme, Adam Fox, who was disgusted 
with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and other 
officials in 2020. 

Jurors read and heard violent, 
anti-government screeds as well as 
support for the "boogaloo," a civil war 
that might be triggered by a shocking 
abduction. Prosecutors said COVID-19 
restrictions ordered by Whitmer turned 
out to be fruit to recruit more people to 
the Watchmen. 

Morrison, 28, Musico, 44, and 
Bellar, 24, were also convicted of a gun 
crime and membership in a gang. 
Prosecutors said the Wolverine 
Watchmen was a criminal enterprise. 

Defense attorneys argued that 
the three men had broken ties with Fox 
by late summer 2020 when the Whitmer 
plot came into focus. Unlike Fox and 
others, they didn't travel to northern 
Michigan to scout the governor's 
vacation home or participate in a key 
weekend training session inside a 
"shoot house." 

Defense lawyers couldn't 
argue entrapment. But they attacked the 
tactics of Dan Chappel, an undercover 
informant. He took instructions from FBI 
agents, secretly recorded conversations 
and produced a deep cache of 
messages exchanged with the men. 

Whitmer was never physically 


harmed. Undercover agents and 
informants were inside Fox's group for 
months. The scheme was broken up 
with 14 arrests in October 2020. 

Fox and Barry Croft Jr. were 
convicted of a kidnapping conspiracy in 
federal court in August. Daniel Harris 
and Brandon Caserta were acquitted 
last spring. Ty Garbin and Kaleb Franks 
pleaded guilty. -- NPR October 26, 2022 


Kanye West Ripped For 
‘White Lives Matter’ Shirt At 
Paris Fashion Week 
The Anti-Defamation League 
categorizes the phrase as a hate slogan. 

Rapper and fashion designer 
Kanye West drew criticism on Monday 
after he wore a shirt emblazoned with 
the divisive phrase “White Lives Matter” 
on its back to a surprise showcase of his 
new Yeezy line at Paris Fashion Week. 

The phrase itself is categorized 
by the Anti-Defamation League as a 
hate slogan. According to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, White Lives Matter 
is a neo-Nazi group that grew into a 
movement as “a racist response to the 
civil rights movement Black Lives 
Matter.” 

The front of West’s — shirt 
featured a photograph of the late John 
Paul Il. Some of the models on the 
catwalk of his show also wore shirts with 
the same message, The Guardian 
reported. 

West, who legally changed his 
name to Ye last year, walked the runway 
for Balenciaga earlier. He told the 
audience before the showcase of his 
own collection: “| am Ye and everyone 
here knows that | am the leader.” 

On Tuesday morning, he 
shared this post calling Black Lives 
Matter “a scam” on Instagram. 

Critics accused West, who has 
previously declared his love for former 
President Donald Trump and suggested 
slavery “sounds like a choice,” of 


sending “a dangerously dumb message” 
with the garment. 
-- www.huffpost.com Oct 4, 2022 


Judge warns of ‘dark shadow 
of tyranny’ as Capitol rioter 
jailed for 90 months 

Sentencing a January 6 rioter 
who assaulted a police officer to 90 
months in prison, a judge warned the 
“dark shadow of tyranny” continues to 
loom nearly two years since the Capitol 
insurrection that attempted to overthrow 
the results of the US _ presidential 
election. 

Albuquerque Head of 
Tennessee was sentenced on Thursday 
to the second-longest punishment of 
anyone involved in the Capitol attack so 
far. Head pleaded guilty to dragging 
officer Michael Fanone away from the 
police line while shouting “I got one!” 

During Thursday’s sentencing 
hearing, Fanone testified that he 
suffered a heart attack and a traumatic 
brain injury as a result of the attack, later 
quitting his job, reported the Detroit 
News. 

US district court judge Amy 
Berman Jackson called Head’s behavior 
some of the most chilling to come out of 
the January 6 riots. 

“He was your prey ... He was 
your trophy,” Jackson told Head. 

Thomas Webster, a 

former New York police officer, is the 
only person to receive a_ lengthier 
punishment: 10 years in prison for 
attempting to break the police line, 
including swinging a metal flagpole at an 
officer and choking him with his helmet 
chinstrap. 
“The people who are upset need to 
understand that no matter how outraged 
they are ... when they decide to do 
battle with the officers who are doing 
their duty, they will be held 
accountable,” the judge said. -- 
theguardian.com 27 Oct 2022 


Secret SEAL sub suffers 


secret mishap 

A secretive Navy SEAL 
“Delivery Vehicle,” or SDV, secretly 
suffered a secret mishap during secret 
training on Oct. 24, officials confirmed 
this week. 

The SDV, basically a mini 
submarine launched from a_ bigger 
submarine that ferries SEALs on 
missions, collided with a fixed object, 
according to the Naval Safety 
Command. 

No one was injured in the 
mishap, according to Naval Special 
Warfare Command spokeswoman Lt. 
Cmdr. Kara Handley, who declined to 
say where the mishap occurred. 

Naval Safety Command listed 
the SEAL sub allision as a “Class A” 
mishap, which connotes damages of 
more than $2.5 million. 

It was the second Class A 
afloat mishap of fiscal 2023, which 
began Oct. 1. 

Command officials said this 
spring they were getting ready to get 
their SEAL Delivery Vehicle MK 11 at 
initial operating capability this year. 

The MK 11 is slated to replace 
a MK 8 variant that has been ferrying 
SEALs around under the sea since the 
early 1980s, Navy Times’ sister 
publication, Defense News, reported in 
May. 

Both vehicles are so-called 
“wet, open submersibles,” meaning that 
combat divers or SEALs board and ride 
them to their destination while wearing 
scuba gear. 

Such submersibles are 
generally launched from submarines, 
although officials said this spring that 
they want to explore additional options 
for delivering the SEAL subs. 

-- MilitaryTimes Nov. 8, 2022 


Far-right gun group says its 
members have switched 
allegiance from Trump to Ron 
DeSantis for the 2024 
presidential election 

A far-right gun group says its 
members have switched their allegiance 
from former President Donald Trump to 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis for the 2024 
presidential election. 

The American Firearms 
Association, citing a poll of its members, 
announced Friday nearly 69% favor 
DeSantis for president compared to 
nearly 29% for Trump. Their survey 
results in March were reversed, 
according to the group — nearly 67% for 
Trump and about 21% for DeSantis. 


The announcement comes as 
Republicans are blaming Trump for 
underperforming in midterm elections 
and lauding DeSantis for 
overwhelmingly winning re-election in 
the Sunshine State. 

The poll doesn't appear to be 
scientific, by any means. The group 
posed the question to its 2,000-plus 
followers on Twitter Thursday: "Who do 
you support for President: Donald 
Trump, Ron DeSantis, or someone 
else?" 

"Gun owners want a President 
who will fight to tear apart 
unconstitutional federal gun controls on 
the books now for almost 100 years," 
wrote Patrick Parsons, the group's 
executive vice president, in a statement 
to Insider. Parsons is a former chief of 
staff to Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene of 
Georgia. "Yesterday, our members 
showed their preference for Governor 
DeSantis." 

The announcement is notable 
given that Trump worked hard to 
cultivate support from 2nd Amendment 
advocates, including speaking at the 
National Rifle Association annual 
meeting in May just days after the 
Uvalde, Texas, school shooting. 

DeSantis, meanwhile, has 
rebuffed Democrats' attempts to expand 
gun control in Florida and instead 
focused on mental health and school 
security. "You focus on the lunatic. You 
don't knee cap the rights of law abiding 
citizens," he told reporters in June. 

Allen [sic] tweeted that the 
Association makes the NRA "look like a 
knitting club," which they apparently 
took as a big compliment. "Truer words 
have never been’ spoken. #2A 

#Shallnotbeinfringed," the 
group tweeted. 

The Association is run by three 
brothers — Aaron, Chris, and Ben Dorr, 
who describe themselves as _ political 
activists. The Trace and The Daily 
Beast, in a 2020 investigation, wrote that 
the brothers “are part of a circle of far- 
right activists who manage more than a 
dozen nonprofits spread around the 
country." 

"They have built a massive 
grassroots fundraising machine that 
churns out a steady stream of messages 
beseeching donations to snuff out gun 
control, abortion rights, and other 
sources of conservative outrage," the 
outlets wrote, adding that some of their 
biggest critics are from the pro-gun 
community. 

The NRA accused two of the 
brothers of being scam artists in 2019. 
-- Insider November 11, 2022 


The Product of “Diversity” 
By NAS President Peter Wood 

As far as the law goes, 
diversity is the product of cynical jurists 
who have attempted time and time again 
to evade the plain meaning of the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments 
and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. We cannot really talk about the 
Harvard and UNC _§[racially-based 
admission] cases without keeping these 
words in mind. 

AMENDMENT XIV 

Passed by Congress 13 June 
1866; Ratified 9 July 1868. “All persons 
born or naturalized in the United States, 
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States and of 
the State wherein they reside. No State 
shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the _ privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive any 
person of life, liberty or property, without 
due process of law; nor deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.” 
AMENDMENT XV 

Passed by Congress 26 
February 1869; Ratified 3 February 
1870. “The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any 
State on account of race, color or 
previous condition of servitude.” 

TITLE VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 - NONDISCRIMINATION 
IN FEDERALLY ASSISTED 
PROGRAMS 

SEC. 601. No person in the 
United States shall, on the ground of 
race, color, or national origin, be 
excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any program 
or activity receiving Federal financial 
assistance. 

When racial preferences are 
routine in undergraduate admissions, 
that reverberates —_ through the 
curriculum, into graduate studies, and 
eventually into professional 
qualifications and competence. So 
those preferences may well cost lives. 
They did so right from the beginning. 
The student who was admitted to the 
medical school at the University of 
California Davis in the place of the much 
more highly qualified Allan Bakke was 
named Patrick Chavis. His license to 
practice was suspended in 1997 by the 
Medical Board of California, which cited 
his “inability to perform some of the most 
basic duties required of a physician” and 
noted his “gross negligence’ in treating 
three patients. Those cases involved 
botched liposuctions, and one of the 


patients, Tammaria Cotton, died. 
Another, Yolanda Mukhalian, lost 70 
percent of her blood but survived. 

This is, of course, not the 
routine and inevitable result of racial 
preferences, but it exemplifies the 
danger of lowering standards in fields 
where very high thresholds _ of 
competence once prevailed. | have 
thought about the Chavis case for many 
years. Chavis died in 2002, according to 
official accounts, shot to death when 
three men tried to carjack him after he 
bought an ice cream cone. There were 
rumors that the shooting involved other 
motives, but nothing was proved. By the 
time Chavis lost his license, he had 
been sued for malpractice 21 times. 

This is to say that Chavis’ 
technical incompetence as a physician 
was not the whole story. There is 
something here about moral 
competence as well. Seeking unearned 
advantage is a human fault, not a racial 
characteristic, but a system built on 
conferring unearned advantages is 
corrupting. — Excerpt from Dr. Wood’s 
comment at the faculty club of NYU on 
the pending U.S. Supreme Court case, 
Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. 
President & Fellows of Harvard College 
October 25, 2022 


‘Kill Feds, Kill Police’: FBI 
Nabs Boogaloo Boi With 


Grenade Launcher 

An anti-government extremist 
in Ohio built homemade machine guns, 
stockpiled silencers and bomb-making 
materials, and acquired a rifle-mounted 
grenade launcher—which he said he 
received in a trade along with some 
“primo cocaine”—as part of a scheme to 
kill as many government officials as 
possible before police killed him, 
according to a _ criminal complaint 
obtained first by The Daily Beast. 

Sandusky resident Aron 
MckKillips, 29, was arrested Tuesday by 
the FBI. He is a “well-known member’ of 
the Boogaloo Bois, a loosely affiliated 
militia group seeking to overthrow the 
government by touching off a second 
Civil War, states the complaint. 
Mckillips is charged with unlawful 
possession of a machine gun and 
interstate communication of threats. 

Investigators say MckKillips 
spoke often to other members, some of 
whom were federal informants— 
including his desire to “blow up the IRS,” 
destroy Facebook headquarters, and 
carry out a copycat attack modeled on 
the deadly 2017 mass shooting at a Las 
Vegas country music concert. 

In another Signal chat, 
MckKillips, who said he’d travel out of 


state to “smoke a hog,” lamented the 
fact that “noone [sic] wants to raid 
government building [sic] with me,” 
according to the complaint. 

Named after a 1980s film 
about breakdancing, the Boogaloo Bois 
are generally associated with the 
extreme right but have also been seen 
providing security at Black Lives Matters 
protests. At least two individuals who 
participated in the January 6 Capitol 
riots were also associated with the 
movement. Mckillips is also reportedly a 
member of the New Sons of Liberty 
(NSOL) militia group, which advocates 
violence in pursuit of a far-right future. 

MckKillips’ online activity shows 
him to be a prolific shitposter, echoing 
right-wing talking points about 
“stormtrooper-esque” IRS agents and 
mocking Paul Pelosi, the 82-year-old 
husband of House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, after he was attacked by an 
intruder with a hammer. 

On Jan. 21, 2021, one of at 
least half a dozen _ confidential 
informants provided investigators with 
screenshots of a Signal chat of a photo 
of an AR-15-type rifle fitted with a 
grenade launcher. The profile included 
an Ohio phone number, which police 
linked back to McKillips’ home address. 

The complaint states Mckillips 
made several concerning statements in 
the Signal chat, including discussing 
killing informants and his approval of 
another Boogaloo member who killed a 
law enforcement officer. MckKillips also 
allegedly discussed “drilling out the top 
of his door and filling it with Tannerite’— 
an explosive that prosecutors note could 
cause a door to explode “if it was shot 
with a_ rifle, perhaps during an 
anticipated stand-off with law 
enforcement officers.” 

In April 2021, MckKillips 
allegedly provided drop-in auto sears— 
or “DIAS,” which are attachments that 
turn semi-automatic firearms into fully- 
automatic machine guns—to several 
Boogaloo Bois in Lansing, MI. 
Prosecutors note that Mckillips 
“instructed each person on how the 
DIAS worked” before performing a 
function check on the weapons 
themselves. In August, he discussed 
trading an auto-sear for a “whisper 
pickle,” slang for a silencer. 

In another chat Mckillips “said 
if he were to be arrested, he would not 
be taken alive, noting he slept with his 
rifle.” In another chat he “said if he were 
to be arrested, he would not be taken 
alive, noting he slept with his rifle.” 

In June, McKillips participated 
in a BLM protest in Louisville, providing 
security and blocking “off traffic for other 
protesters”. On July 6, 2021, he posted 


several recordings in a Signal chat 
where he talked about shooting federal 
agents and burning down government 
buildings, prosecutors say. 

In October 2021, prosecutors 
say Mckillips also took aim at a child 
support office—allegedly discussing 
planting a pipe bomb in the building 
because they charged the mother of his 
children a processing fee.-- The Daily 
Beast November 1, 2022 


Alex Jones ordered to pay 
nearly half a billion dollars to 
Sandy Hook families in 
additional damages 

A Connecticut judge on 
Thursday ordered right-wing conspiracy 
theorist Alex Jones to pay an additional 
$473 million in punitive damages over 
the lies he told about the 2012 Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting. 

CN Superior Court Judge 
Barbara Bellis awarded the families 
$323 million in common law punitive 
damages for attorney’s fees and costs 
and $150 million in damages under the 
Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act, 
which prohibits unfair competition and 
deceptive acts. 

“The record also establishes 
that the defendants repeated the 
conduct and attacks on the plaintiffs for 
nearly a decade, including during the 
trial, wanton, malicious, and heinous 
conduct that caused harm to the 
plaintiffs,” Bellis said in her decision. 
“This depravity, and cruel, persistent 
course of conduct by the defendants 
establishes the highest degree of 
reprehensibility and blameworthiness.” 

The $473 million is in addition 
to the $965 million a jury awarded eight 
Sandy Hook victims and a_ first 
responder last month in compensatory 
damages. 

Jones baselessly repeated 
after the 2012 mass shooting, in which 
26 people were killed, that the incident 
was staged, and that the families and 
first responders were “crisis actors.” 

It's unclear when or how much 
of the money the plaintiffs will ultimately 
see. 

Jones has said that he will 
appeal the original Connecticut decision 
and claimed that there “ain’t no money” 
to pay the massive figure the jury initially 
awarded the plaintiffs. 

The decision in CN came after 
a separate jury in Texas determined that 
Jones and his company should award 
two Sandy Hook parents who sued in 
that state nearly $50 million. 

-- CNN November 10, 2022 


Infowars host Alex Jones was 


temporarily blocked from transferring 
any assets or spending money other 
than for ordinary living expenses by the 
judge overseeing the Sandy Hook 
defamation trial in Connecticut. 

Judge Barbara Bellis issued 
the freezing order late Wednesday over 
concerns that he was “looting” his own 
estate and hiding assets through a 
series of shell companies owned by 
family members. 

“With the exception of ordinary 
living expenses, the defendant Alex 
Jones is not to transfer, encumber, 
dispose, or move his assets out of the 
United States, until further order of the 
court,” Bellis said in the one-page order. 

The families also asked Bellis 
to order a complete accounting of 
Jones’s assets, which he _ has 
steadfastly refused to provide, and that 
he be required to bring all movable 
property to Connecticut for safekeeping 
by the court. The judge hasn’t yet 
addressed those requests. -- 
Bloomberg November 10, 2022 


"Grandmaster Jay" Gets 
Sentenced To Prison For 
Actions At 2020 Breonna 


Taylor Protests 

"Grandmaster Jay,” whose 
name is John Fitzgerald Johnson, was 
sentenced Wednesday to seven years 
and two months in prison. Johnson, 59, 
was found guilty of brandishing a firearm 
at state and federal officers as well as 
assault. 

Johnson, who is a leader of a 
Black militia, led the group through a 
march in the September 2020 Breonna 
Taylor protests in Louisville twice. 
According to the U.S. Department of 
Justice, he also received 3 years of 
supervised release, with no option of 
parole, in addition to the prison 
sentence. 

Following the Louisville 
protests, Johnson was said to have 
pointed his AR-15 rifle toward a roof 
where a Secret Service agent, an FBI 
agent, and three local officers had been 
stationed. An excerpt from the 
Department of Justice statement 
explains: 

“According to court documents 
and evidence presented at_ trial, 
Johnson, on the evening of September 
4, 2020, forcibly assaulted, resisted, 
opposed, impeded, intimidated, and 
interfered with a federally deputized task 
force officer who was performing official 
duties, when Johnson aimed a rifle at 
him. Johnson brandished an AR-15 
platform rifle and tactical flashlight at two 
federally deputized Task Force Officers. 


Both are detectives with the Louisville 
Metro Police Department.” 

Johnson was found guilty of 
one count of brandishing a firearm in 
relation to a crime of violence and one 
count of assaulting a federal officer. 

Johnson’s’ lawyer, Murdoch 
Walker Il, commented to the The 
Courier Journal that the sentencing was 
a “bittersweet day” and that it was 
“inevitable.” He said they plan to appeal. 
-- The Root November 11, 2022 


What Life in a Russian Penal 
Colony Could Be Like for 


Brittney Griner 

US women's basketball star 
Brittney Griner, sentenced to nine years 
for drug possession, is being transferred 
to a Russian penal colony, where 
conditions are often tough 

The process of taking a person 
to a penal colony is conducted in 
secrecy, with relatives and lawyers often 
unaware of where a prisoner is being 
sent for several days, according to 
Amnesty International. 

The vast majority of Russia's 
prisons are in fact penal colonies, where 
inmates are housed in barracks instead 
of cells and are often put to work, 
according to Poland-based think tank 
the Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW). 

More than 800 such facilities 
existed across Russia as of 2019, the 
organization said. 

Most were built during the 
Soviet Union and have been compared 
to Soviet-era gulags -- tough prison 
camps created during Joseph Stalin's 
rule in the mid-20th century. 

The level of supervision and 
restrictions placed on inmates depends 
on what kind of facility they are 
sentenced to, and not all require labor. 

But a number of high-profile 
dissidents, activists and __ foreign 
nationals who have been sent to strict 
colonies have described harrowing and 
difficult experiences. 

Inmates are often taken vast 
distances across the country, and 
journeys to colonies are dangerous and 
can last as long as one month, 
according to Al. 

The watchdog said those 
journeys often take place in cramped 
train carriages. And inmates often arrive 
in facilities containing poor and aging 
infrastructure and suffering from 
overcrowding, the OSW found. 

One former inmate, Konstantin 
Kotov, released in December 2020, told 
CNN, "From the first minutes you are 
here you are experiencing mental and 
moral pressure." 


"You are forbidden to talk with 
other convicts. They force you to learn 
the list of names of the employees. You 
are on your feet all day, from 6 a.m. to 
10 p.m. You are not allowed to sit down. 
They do not allow you to read, they do 
not allow you to write a letter. It can last 
two weeks, it can last three weeks." 

Kotov explained prisoners 
sleep in barrack rooms in iron bunk 
beds. About 50 to 60 men slept in his 
room, he said, each with only a small 
amount of living space. 

Jailed Russian opposition 
leader Alexey Navalny wrote on a post 
on his Instagram account, "| had no idea 
that it was possible to arrange a real 
concentration camp 100km_— from 
Moscow," adding his head had been 
shaven. 

"Video cameras are 
everywhere, everyone is watched and at 
the slightest violation they make a 
report. | think someone upstairs read 
Orwell's '1984," Navalny continued, in a 
reference to the classic dystopian novel. 

A member of the activist art 
group Pussy Riot, Maria Alyokhina, told 
Reuters last week, "It actually is a labor 
camp because by law all the prisoners 
should work. Prisoners usually sew 
police uniforms and uniforms for the 
Russian army, almost without salary." 

The colony was_ divided 
between a factory area where the 
prisoners made garments and gloves 
and a "living zone" where Alyokhina said 
80 women lived in one room with just 
three toilets and no hot water.-- The 
Advocate November 12, 2022 


WNBA star Brittney Griner is 
getting sent to a general regime prison, 
one of the harshest types of Russian 
penal colonies for women. 

Griner’s lawyer confirmed the 
transfer, explaining that Griner was 
moved into one of the 35 high-security 
correctional institutions for women; on 
Nov. 17, Reuters reported that Griner 
has been sent to Female Penal Colony 
IK-2 in Yavas, 300 miles southeast of 
Moscow. 

While many women in Russia 
are sent to low-security, mixed-gender 
settlement penal colonies, Griner’s drug 
conviction means she will serve out the 
remainder of her sentence at the 
general regime prison. 

“Its not an easy life in a 
settlement colony, but it’s a lot harsher 
in a general regime colony,” Natalia 
Filimonovna, from the NGO Russia 
Behind Bars, told People. 

-- Rolling Stone November 17, 2022 


U.S. Supreme Court again 
spurns challenge to gun 


‘bump stock’ ban 

The Supreme Court’ on 
Monday turned away another challenge 
to a federal ban imposed under former 
President Donald Trump on devices 
called "bump stocks" that enable a semi- 
automatic weapon to fire like a machine 
gun. 

The justices declined to review 
an appeal by a group of firearms dealers 
and individuals after a lower court 
rejected their argument that the 
government had violated the U.S. 
Constitution's Fifth Amendment "takings 
clause" by effectively taking their private 
property without just compensation. 

Trump's administration moved 
to reclassify bump stocks as machine 
guns, which are forbidden under U.S. 
law prompted by a 2017 mass shooting 
in Las Vegas. The Supreme Court in 
2019 declined to block the ban from 
going into effect. The justices last month 
rejected appeals by a Utah gun lobbyist 
and firearms rights groups of lower court 
rulings upholding the ban as a 
reasonable interpretation of a federal 
law prohibiting machine gun 
possession. 

Bump stocks use a gun's recoil 
to bump its trigger, enabling a 
semiautomatic weapon to fire hundreds 
of rounds per minute to let it shoot like a 
machine gun. Trump pledged to ban 
them after a = gunman used 
semiautomatic weapons outfitted with 
bump stocks in a shooting spree that 
killed 58 people at a country music 
festival in Las Vegas. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF 
reversed a previous conclusion and 
classified bump stocks as machine guns 
under a 1934 U.S. law called the 
National Firearms Act. The policy took 
effect in 2019. 

Plaintiffs filed lawsuits seeking 
compensation for having to destroy or 
surrender their bump stocks in the Court 
of Federal Claims, which hears 
monetary claims against the U.S. 
government. A judge dismissed the 
actions, finding the policy to be a lawful 
exercise of the federal government's 
power to outlaw dangers to public health 
and safety. 

The Washington-based U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 
upheld those decisions last year for a 
different reason, ruling that a property 
right in the devices was_ inherently 
limited given the existing federal 
prohibition on machine guns. -- 
Reuters November 14, 2022 


Oregon sheriffs won't enforce 
new gun law: ‘Infringes on 


Second Amendment’ 

County sheriffs in Oregon say 
they will not enforce the law that sets 
limits on magazine capacity because it 
violates the Second Amendment, 
wastes law enforcement resources and 
is the product of "pure anti-gun politics." 

Measure 114, known as the 
Reduction of Gun Violence Act, was 
approved by Oregon voters in last 
week's election. The new law outlaws 
ammunition magazines that hold more 
than 10 rounds, and requires police to 
maintain an electronic, searchable 
database of all firearm permits, provide 
additional hands-on firearm training, 
and collect fingerprints from people 
before issuing permits to purchase a 
gun. 

However, at least five county 
sheriffs say they will not enforce all or 
parts of the law. 

"This does absolutely nothing 
to address the problem," Sheriff Cody 
Bowen of Union County told Fox News 
Digital. "The problem is not... magazine 
capacity. It's not background checks. It’s 
a problem with mental health 
awareness. It's a problem with behavior 
health illness." 

When asked to respond to 
proponents who claimed it would curb 
gun violence, Bowen said that is "100% 
inaccurate." 

Oregon already requires a 
background check on gun sales, but 
Measure 114 would duplicate the 
process, according to the Sheriffs 
Association. It would also require local 
police departments to fund programs. 

Bowen added that neither he 
nor his colleagues were consulted on 
the measure, nor was funding made 
available to meet the staffing needs 
enforcement of the law would require. 

Sheriff Michelle Duncan, of 
Linn County in a Nov. 9 Facebook post 
wrote, "The Linn County Sheriffs Office 
is NOT going to be enforcing magazine 
capacity limits." 

She hopes the measure is met 
with an "immediate lawsuit." 

Only six out of Oregon's 36 
counties voted to pass Measure 114 

Jefferson County Sheriff Jason 
Pollock said the measure is "pure anti- 
gun politics." 

"Oregon faces a crisis in its 
criminal justice system because the 
leftists elements in Salem have refused 
to hold criminal[s] accountable for their 
behavior," Pollock wrote. "Banning large 
capacity magazines will only turn law- 
abiding citizens into — criminals. 
Assuming that restricting magazines to 


10 rounds will make you safe is one of 
the most ignorant statements ever 
made." 

"The Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Office will not enforce Measure 114," 
Pollock added. 

The measure is likely to be met 
with swift litigation in light of the 
Supreme Court recently ordering the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals to revisit its 
ruling upholding a similar magazine ban 
in California.-- Fox News 
November 15, 2022 


‘Another idiot running 
around’: Oath Keeper 
describes Jan. 6 regret in 


surprise testimony 

Jessica Watkins, one of five 
members of the extremist group Oath 
Keepers on trial in relation to the Jan. 6, 
2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol, took the 
stand Wednesday to express remorse 
for her participation in the events of that 
day and to distance herself from the 
government's most weighty charge: 
seditious conspiracy. 

“At the time, | felt like it was this 
heroic American moment where 'We the 
People’ were going into our House and 
were going to be heard," Watkins told 
the jury. "I basically lost all objectivity...1 
was just another idiot running around 
the Capitol.” 

Watkins attributed her views at 
the time to a "steady diet" of the right- 
wing show InfoWars and its host, Alex 
Jones. She testified she still has “a lot of 
questions" about the legitimacy of the 
2020 election. 

Watkins faces six criminal 
charges ranging from destruction of 
government property to _ seditious 
conspiracy. She admitted to interfering 
with official police duties. 

"| wanna say I’m sorry to 
Christopher Owens, the police officer 
we had here," Watkins said when asked 
by her attorney, Jonathan Crisp, 
whether she'd like to address the 
jury. "He was on the other side of that 
line, protecting other officers from my 
dumb a--, basically.” 

But on the government's 
allegations that Watkins and the other 
Oath Keepers plotted to stop the 
certification of the 2020 election results, 
she denied any _ participation or 
knowledge of such plans. 

Watkins testified that by the 
time she participated in storming the 
Capitol, she believed that the 
certification had already been 
completed due to chants that former 
Vice President Mike Pence had 
"betrayed" the crowd. She said she had 


not planned to stop the certification from 
the start, as the government alleges. 

She said she had no 
knowledge of any plan to overthrow the 
government, and that if she had, she 
would have contacted law enforcement. 

She described being swept up 
in the moment, squeezing through the 
building's doors like it was "Black 
Friday." 

An Army veteran from 
Woodstock, Ohio, Watkins led her own 
militia. group called the Ohio State 
Regular Militia, a "dues-paying subset" 
of the Oath Keepers, according to 
federal investigators. She also ran a bar 
called the Jolly Roger, which has since 
closed. 

Watkins' testimony began ona 
somber note as she described her other- 
than-honorable discharge from the 
military after going "AWOL" following 
threats made against her by a member 
of her unit who found out she was 
questioning her gender identity. Watkins 
is a transgender woman. 

She described a "very strict 
Christian upbringing" by parents who 
"would have never accepted her" had 
she come out to them as transgender. 

Watkins testified that she still 
struggles with her identity, which 
explains some of the transphobic and 
homophobic remarks she has made in 
videos and online against other 
members of the LGBTQ community, she 
said. 

In their five-week case, the 
government described Watkins as a 
pivotal organizer of the Capitol attack, 
bringing weapons for the other 
members who were waiting in Virginia 
and entering the Capitol as part of the 
first group in tactical formation. 

— USA TODAY Nov. 16, 2022 


Kyle Rittenhouse Meets With 


GOP House Caucus 

Kyle Rittenhouse, the rifle- 
wielding teenager who shot two 
unarmed racial justice protesters to 
death in Kenosha, Wisconsin, two years 
ago, met with members of the GOP 
Second Amendment House caucus on 
Thursday. 
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Rittenhouse, found not guilty of 
homicide charges for killings his lawyers 
argued were self-defense, met with 
members of the pro-gun caucus at the 
Conservative Partnership Institute office 
near the Capitol. 

Rittenhouse repeated his self- 
serving defense and held a question- 
and-answer session, The Hill reported. 
He has been hailed as a right-wing 
celebrity since the killings. 

The caucus is chaired by 
Reps. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) and 
Thomas Massie (R-Ky.). 

“It was an honor to have Kyle 
join the Second Amendment Caucus,” 
Boebert told The Hill in a statement. “He 
is a powerful example of why we must 
never give an inch on our Second 
Amendment rights, and his 
perseverance and love for our country 
was an inspiration.” 

Rittenhouse was charged after 
he killed two unarmed protesters 
following the police shooting of Jacob 
Blake. The shooter, then 17, used an 
assault-style rifle purchased by a friend 
to fatally shoot Joseph Rosenbaum, 
who had run after him for an unknown 
reason, and Anthony Huber, who 
attempted to use his skateboard to strike 
Rittenhouse’s rifle out of his hands. - 
- HUFFPOST November 18, 2022 


Maher: On the left there is rot. 


And it comes from academia 

On Friday’s broadcast of 
HBO’s “Real Time,” host Bill Maher 
stated that FTX CEO Sam Bankman- 
Fried’s mother, Stanford Law Professor, 
Barbara Fried, having argued that a 
belief in personal responsibility is bad, 
makes the FTX collapse the “epitome” of 
how (while the problems on the right 
show up in more dangerous ways), “on 
the left, there is a rot, and it comes from 
academia and it filters down.” 

Maher stated, “It turns out both 
of Bankman-Fried's parents were law 
professors at Stanford. ... And the 
mother wrote an essay in 2013, ‘Beyond 
Blame.” 

After quoting from the essay, 
where Fried argues’ that “The 
philosophy of personal responsibility 


has ruined criminal justice and 
economic policy. It’s time to move past 
blame.” Maher reacted, “Is it really time? 
Personal responsibility is bad and 
blame, that’s a thing of the past? No 
wonder this guy’s a f*cking crook, you 
were raised wrong. You were raised 
wrong, asshole.” 

He later added, “I brought it up 
because | really think — look, we are, | 
think, when historians look back at our 
time, they will not divide us into red and 
blue and Republican-Democrat. They 
[will be] like, the things that were wrong 
with us were wrong both sides in 
different ways. | do think they manifest 
in a more dangerous way on the right, 
but on the left, there is a rot, and it 
comes from academia and it filters 
down. ... That’s where it’s all coming 
from. | just think this is an epitome of it.” 

-- Breitbart 19 Nov 2022 


* * * 


As long as a hundred of us 
remain alive we will never be subject to 
tyrannical dominion because it is not for 
glory or riches or honours that we fight, 
but for freedom alone which no worthy 
man loses except with his life. -- from 
The Declaration of Arbroath, 1320 


Whenever the legislators endeavor to 
take away and destroy the property of 
the people, or to reduce them to slavery 
under arbitrary power, they put 
themselves into a state of war with the 
people, who are thereupon absolved 
from any further obedience. - John 
Locke 1690 
"Who will govern the 
governors? There is only one force in 
the nation that can be depended upon to 
keep the government pure and the 
governors honest, and that is the people 
themselves. They alone, if well 
informed, are capable of preventing the 
corruption of power, and of restoring the 
nation to its rightful course if it should go 
astray. They alone are the safest 
depository of the ultimate powers of 
government." — Thomas Jefferson 
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